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More than two hundred fifty years later, little raims but the rusty cannonball on display
at the Cayce Historical Museum. Few people knaav ghpalisaded British fort once stood on a
vacant lot in a residential neighborhood just aetbe Congaree River from Columbia, South
Carolina. In the tall grass and bamboo, surroutyet950s-era homes in a residential

neighborhood in the Riverland Hills neighborhoodCadyce is the site of an almost forgotten

frontier outpost: “The Congaree Fort,” “Fort Congaull.”

The Congar ees and the Kidnapping of George Haig

In 1718, South Carolina built the first permanentigh structure in the Midlands on
Congaree Creek. It was a fortified Indian “factoftyading post), attracting visitors from
throughout eastern North America. But Indian popaite in the region declined due to fatal
diseases. And the area proved susceptible to figodThe fort fell into disuse and was
abandoned a few years later in 1722. In 1735, @ovdRobert Johnson created the “Township
System,” a plan for the settlement of the Southoldza backcountry. He established Saxe
Gotha Township near the confluence of the Broad3aldda Rivers, with its center at “the
Congarees,” the head of navigation for the CongRieer. There, at the sparsely populated
Saxe Gotha Town (in present Cayce) traders aniérsetitickled into the region, many of them

German and Swiss.By the 1740s, the area became an important cagsr

! James L. Michie, “The Discovery of Old Fort Corggt South Carolina Institute of Archaeology and
Anthropology Research Manuscript Ser288 (Columbia: University of South Carolina, 1988)the 1730s, King
George Il gave instructions that 11 Royal Townslhigsnarked out as potential settlement areas. Gattea was
laid out in 1733 at the Congaree River. Settlexgaln arriving as early as 1734. The town of Graméy laid out in
1735 and during that time, this became the mosbitapt inland commercial town east of the MissigsiRachel
SteenCayce: “Cradle of the Midlands{Cayce, S.C.: Cayce Historical Museum, 2005), 1.



In 1746, France and Britain were at war. Franbelgan allies in North America
attacked and kidnapped Catawbas and other trilbser @atawba protection. South Carolina
Governor James Glen sent George Haig, deputy soirvesstice of the peace, and a militia
captain in the Congarees, to the Cherokee Lowem$amith Colonel George Pawley. The men
journeyed to insist that the Cherokees stop thedfréndian raids. On the way, Haig rescued
some Catawba captives. Two years later, Haig dietdarn a secret mission to the Catawba
Nation. Fellow traders William Brown, the half-lbreson of a trader taken prisoner two decades
earlier, and Haig’s indentured servant William Witighower joined him. On March 17, 1748,
forty miles north of the Congarees, fifteen Nottgag, French allies from the Ohio Valley, “all
at once bolted into the Tent” where the trio canped

The Indians robbed the three men. Haig offeregsssilants his horses, but the Indians
did not accept them. “Mr. Haig then did by mangr& & Motions intreat them that he might
return to his Family which they absolutely refuse@he assailants bound Haig and Brown. “Mr.
Haig could not refrain from Tears & still intreatealbe permitted to return.” The Indians set
Wrightknower free. Haig begged him to spread t#ws) so Glen or any of the other colonial
governors might secure his release. Wrightknoveer to Saxe Gotha Town while the Indians

carried Haig and Brown to the Ohio Country.

’George Haig moved to Sandy Run Creek in 1737.iuéd in the Congarees a mile below the crossing of
the Cherokee Path. He laid out much of Saxe GatldeOrangeburg. He acquired 1140 acres of lamd 637 to
1746. He traded with the Catawbas and correspowidbdsovernor Glen. With George Pawley, he neget
South Carolina’s 1746 land purchase from the Chegslat Ninety Six. Robert L. Meriweth@&he Expansion of
South Carolina, 1729-176&ingsport, Tenn: Southern Publishers, 1940), 88-198;Memorials of 17th and 18th
Century South Carolina Land Titlegol. 7, p. 485-86 (microfilm at the South Caralibepartment of Archives and
History, Columbia, SC (hereafter SC Archives); Atedones Helsley)nsung Heroines of the South Carolina
Frontier (Columbia, S.C.: South Carolina Department of Arek and History, 1997), 64, 70n; T.F. Brewer and J
Baillie, “The Journal of George Pawley's 1746 Agetacthe Cherokee Journal of Cherokee Studiek6 (1991):3-
22.

% Journals of His Majesty’s CoundiEarly State Records Reel E1p/4): 1744-1748 (rfilonat SC
Archives). Unit 4: 1747 June 4-1748 July 20, p.183-(March 29, 1748).



When she heard the news, Haig’s wife Elizabeth bedgovernor Glen to rescue her
husband. The Governor insisted that “upon pencgithat they were pursued,” the Indians
would “immediately...kill & Scalp their Slaves.” Hexpressed his sympathy and promised to
do everything he could to free George Haible then wrote to Stephen Crell, the Saxe Gotha
militia captain and justice of the peace, to “kephe Spirits of the People in your Parts.” He
continued: “endeavour to Comfort Mrs. Haig & Asshes that nothing shall be Omitted for his
Service.® Elizabeth Haig petitioned the Council on AprilBsend troops to the Congarees, “for
they [the Indians] are lurking about this Nieghlmotl & more or less of them...which make
many of the People afraid.”

The same day, Governor Glen informed the Southl@aréssembly of the kidnapping
and of the growing boldness of the “Norward” IndiarThe Assembly provided for two parties
of Rangers consisting of an officer and twelve reach. Glen announced that he intended “to
order a Detachment of at least thirty Men fromltiteependent Companies to or near the Place
where the old [1718] Congree Garrison was formkelgt and [insisted] that a pallisaded Fort be
made there, with proper Accomodation for their Réioe.” He immediately sent thirty men to
Fort Moore (Beech Island, near North Augusta), \aithofficer and sergeant and gunpowder and
bullets to repair the barracks there, and ordédrehtto travel to Saxe Gotha afterward, to build

the new fort.

“ Glen to Elizabeth Haig, March 22, 1748 Journals of His Majesty’s Coungil 744-1748, Unit 4, p. 185
(March 29, 1748).

® Glen to Stephen Crell, March 22, 1748d., p. 186 (March 29, 1748).

® “Letter & Petition of Mrs. Elizabeth Haig,” Saxeo@a, April 8, 1748|bid., p. 214-215 (April 16, 1748).
Haig petitioned a few days later, begging Glenath the Cherokee trade “till they send away thosettNvard
Indians...& oblige them to bring back Mr. Haig.” SbwCarolina authorities did not act on the secoetitipn. For
more on Elizabeth (Seawright) Haig Mercier Webtle, HelsleyUnsung Heroines of the Carolina Frontje3-70.

" The Journal of the Commons House of Assembly, #ari9a1748-June 29, 17480l. 8], J.H. Easterby,
ed. (Columbia, S.C.: South Carolina Archives Dapartt, 1961), p. 172 (April 8, 1748); James GlethoBoard
of Trade, April 14, 1748, iRecords in the BPRO relating to S5, vols., William L. McDowell, ed., (microfilm)
(Columbia, S.C.: South Carolina Department of Avekiand History, 1955), 23:110.



The Independent Companies

Like other Independent Companies, the British R&gubosted in South Carolina and
Georgia since 1720, had no parent regiment. Intgd Companies manned and maintained
fortifications throughout the British Empire asyhead done for centuries. Until or unless the
Crown specified otherwise, colonial governors tiiadally controlled the affairs of soldiers
posted in their jurisdiction’.

Officers and non-commissioned officers wore scartédvred coats, waistcoats, and
breeches. Privates wore a less-brilliant bricksiealde. “Popinjay green” coat linings, cuffs,
and lapels accentuated the uniform. White laceédige turned up brims of the soldiers’ black
cocked hats. Lace — silver for officers and semggeand white for privates — edged the
buttonholes, pockets, and lapels on the coats amstapats. Officers and sergeants wore silver
buttons and privates had buttons made out of pevideth officers and sergeants wore crimson
sashes, but sergeants had a narrow stripe of¢hrgyfeolor running the full length. A silver
aiguillette worn on the right soldier and a gorgelarge crescent-shaped silver medallion
hanging from the neck, further distinguished thiecefs. Officers also wore riding boots,
whereas privates wore white gaitérs.

Arms and accoutrements included the standard Issng Land Pattern “Brown Bess.”

A flintlock musket, it was the main weapon of Bsitiand colonial militias. With a 46-inch
barrel, it measured 62.5 inches overall. It wethjust over ten pounds. Often soldiers affixed a

bayonet to it. The Brown Bess was notoriously liaioée beyond 75 or 100 yards, and even

8 William A. Foote, “The American Independent Comigarof the British Army, 1664-1764,” (Ph.D.
dissertation, UCLA, 1966), 6-8.

® Fitzhugh McMasterSoldiers and Uniforms: South Carolina Military Affs 1670-1775Columbia, S.C.:
University of South Carolina Press, 1971), 51-52.



then, hitting a target was no easy task. Stanidéadtry tactics ordered volleys at a range of
about fifty yards. One could fire at most threerds per minuté® Officers carried an infantry
hanger (sword) and privates carried a belt axedql@awk). Accoutrements included a leather
waist belt, a black leather cartridge box withragst a kidney-shaped tin canteen, a linen
haversack, a leather knapsack, and a wool blaGkethe march soldiers carried a mess kit with
a wooden trencher, tin cup, wooden spoon, and kaifeextra shirt, hat, and coat, and perhaps

gloves or mittens

The Construction of Fort Congareell

Six weeks later after Governor Glen sent the Inddpat Company detachment to Fort
Moore, it completed its work there. Glen reappédrefore the Assembly and elaborated on his
plans for a new fort at the Congarees. Assistetth®éylnhabitants of those Parts,” and “without
any Manner of Expence to the Public,” the Indepeh@®mpany troops would build a palisade
fort and barracks. “Mr. Campbell, the Engineer’uleb“shew the Method and direct the Work.”
Per Glen’s request, the Assembly granted fund&foes, Axes, Saws, and other Tools as may
be wanting” for the project

Several delays stalled the projéttOn July 20, the engineer presented an “Inverabry

such things as wd. be necessary for the Erectmgrtint at the Congrees.” The commissary

10“Brown Bess Musket: British Infantry Flintlock Mket, 1722-1838,”
<http://militaryhistory.suite101.com/article.cfmfwn-bess-musket#ixzz0q77vAZVE>. Accessed Noveriber
2010.

1 «items for a Private of the Independent Compangaiith Carolina, Garrison of Fort Loudoun,” last
updated 2010. http://fortloudoun.com/?page_id=7Adcessed November, 2010.

2 The Journal of the Commons House of Assembly, dari@a 1748-June 29, 174881, 282, 285 (May
20, 1748).

3 Five weeks later, the Assembly asked the Govefrnar had actually sent up the officer and thirtgrm
to the Congarees to build the fofthe Journal of the Commons House of Assembly, M28¢cth749-March 19,
1750[Vol. 9], J.H. Easterby, ed., (Columbia, S.C.: kslted for the South Carolina Department of Arckiaad



general for the Independent Company estimated pakeosts. The South Carolina Assembly
deemed both proposals excessive. Glen summonedC8npbell,” James Campbell, Royal
Engineer for South Carolina and Georgia, to discusting costs. The clerk of the Council
wrote to Stephen Crell in the Congarees, “Desihagvould prevail as far as in him lay upon the
Settlers, near the Congrees to Assist in Buildireggaid Fort.” By August, construction finally
began. By the following February the fort stoodhgtete!® The project cost South Carolina
only five hundred pounds.

An earthen ditch and a moat surrounded the fod,aapalisade enclosed it, probably
with gun holes at regular intervals in the walln @éfficer’'s house stood inside. At least three
barracks slept the standard 12-20 persons ead¥.48 plat suggests that the fort also had four
bastions, with small cannon, and possibly carrmgewivel guns, mounted in each. A
storehouse, guardhouse, corn crib, and workshopsdftsmen probably stood inside the

palisade walls. Aapparently there was no gunpowtegazine®

History by the University of South Carolina Preks862), p. 360 (June 25, 1748purnals of His Majesty’s Coungil
1744-1748, Unit 4, p. 374-375 (July 20, 1748).

4 The Journal of the Commons House of Assembly, M28ch749-March 19, 175328 (December 8,
1749); MeriwetherThe Expansion of South Caroline99. On James Campbell, see Whitworth PoH&tory of
the Royal Corps of Engineergol. | (London: Longmans, Green & Co., and Newkédl5 East 18 Street, 1889),
166; Hennig CoherThe South Carolina Gazette, 1732-1{T®lumbia, S.C.: University of South Carolina Rres
1953), 63.

15 “For the building of a Fort at Saxe Gotha Townshifas Congrees, five hundred Pounds,” and “An
Account of Mr. John Fairchild...” which included “tlResidue for the hire of Labourers to work on tlom@ree
Fort.” The Journal of the Commons House of Assembly, M2B8cth749 — March 19, 175369 (January 31, 1750).
Most of it was deniedlbid.,p. 209 (28 January 1751), 253 (27 February 1751).

8 The fort probably resembled newly-renovated Foobké. Harold S. ManesBprgotten Outpost: Fort
Moore & Savannah Town, 1685-17@8eech Island, S.C.: Harold Maness, 1986), 69-&tdy J. Redmorihe
British Barrack Institution in North America, 173574 (West Carrollton, Ohio: by the author for Fort ldoun,
1999), Fort Loudoun Library Collections, Vonorenhessee; Larry Iver§olonial Forts of South Carolina
(Columbia, S.C.: University of South Carolina Prei70), 44-45.A committee considered the building of powder
magazines at Beaufort, Jacksonburgh, the Congaree&eorge TowrThe Journal of the Commons House of
Assembly, November 12, 1754-September 23, [W&8513], Terry Lipscomb, ed. (Columbia, S.C.: Habed for
the South Carolina Department of Archives and Hijshy the University of South Carolina Press, 19861125
(February 26, 1755); “Saxe Goth&bduth Carolina Department of Archives and Histooyh and Township Plans
http://www.palmettohistory.org/exhibits/Town%20P$dmages/SaxeGotha.pdf, Accessed November 1, 2010.



South Carolina authorities called the new outptst ‘Congree Fort” or “Fort Congaree.”
Local historians refer to the structure as “Forh@aree II” to distinguish it from the 1718 fort.
Fort Congaree Il stood on the west bank of the @mwRiver just below the fall line, and just
north of the town of Saxe Gotha in present-day €ayboday the site sits on Riverland Drive,
just south of an access point to the Cayce RivérwActross the river, a trail, now US-1, headed
towards present Camden, north to the Catawba Natidrtowards present Durham, North
Carolina. Fort Congaree Il lay 133 miles from Qd&siTown (Charleston) along the Cherokee
Path, a 250 mile long wagon road from Charlestaigowee village in the Cherokee Lower
Towns. Keowee now lies under the lake that beansame-’ A few hundred yards south of the
fort, the recently flood ravaged and abandoned &otha town featured some homes, taverns,
trading posts, and government buildings. At theetof the fort’s construction, only a few
hundred settlers populated the entire surroundiggn. As late as 1759, fewer than 800 or 900
white and black people lived in the Upper Congafakey, growing wheat and corn, raising
cattle, and shipping goods to and from the Soutol®a upcountry and Charles Towh.

Shortly after the completion of the fort, the stofyHaig’s demise reached South
Carolina. As Pennsylvania Governor Anthony Palmete to Governor Glen, sickness and
fatigue overtook him as his captors carried hirtheoPennsylvania frontier. Haig refused to go
any farther and dared his captors to kill him. yda&l. Shortly afterward, Pennsylvania Indian
agent Conrad Weiser arrived with presents intentingnsom the men. He freed William

Brown and learned the news of Haig’s murder. Browimether traumatized or mentally

"“The Stages and Distances of the most remarkdate® on the North-American Continent from
Charlestown, with the intermediate distances, mmated miles,” inThe South Carolina Almanack for
1762..(Charlestown: Robert Wells, 1761), no page giar]y American ImprintsSeries 1, #41184 (microfilm).

18 Meriwether, The Expansion of South Carolir@il.



challenged as some sources suggest, returnedittiéhiiformation’® Haig left his wife a widow

with three small children, John, Elizabeth, and @epJr., all under age téh.

The Garrison at Fort Congareell

Ensign Peter Ormsby became the first commandéreofFort Congaree Il. Ormsby was
a veteran of the War of Jenkins’ Ear, Britain’s tn@sent conflict against the Spanish. Before
coming to South Carolina, he had served in they€laffi0s in the Caribbean and Central
America against the Spanish in Gooch’§' &egiment of Foot? Ormsby commanded a
sergeant, corporal, drummer, and thirty privateappears probable that these were the same
when who had repaired Fort Moore.

In May 1749, the British Crown disbanded the Indefnt Companies and redistributed
James Oglethorpe’s #2Regiment of Foot (stationed in Georgia) into thmew/ly created
Independent Companies. When he heard of this ujpgoohange, Ensign Ormsby petitioned
the South Carolina Assembly. He sought reimburserioe marching to Fort Moore and to the
Congaree Fort. The Assembly granted him twentgsgounds, ten shillings. He had built

himself a house to live in at the fort at a cos£218.15.9. A committee investigated whether

19 Anthony Palmer to James Glen, Philadelphia, Novami48, and “Journal of Conrad Weizer, Esq,
Indian Interpreter to the Province of Pennsylvah&ng his proceedings at Ohio,”Journals of His Majesty’s
Council (Early State Records Reel E1p/5): 1748-1750 (rfilanat SC Archives). Unit 1: 1748 Dec. 20-1749 Dec
6, p. 230-231, 231-253 (March 18, 1749); W.H. M#ith‘George Haig's Capture by the Seneca Indiaiig8: An
Historical Sketch from Original Document§ he Historical Magazine, and Notes and Queries @amag the
Antiquities, History and Biography of America, V&(New York: Charles B. Richardson & Co., 1860), Z&0.

% Haig left John James Haig (b. 1739), ElizabethyMdaig Leger (b. 1739), George Haig, Jr. (b. 1743).
Elizabeth Seawright was b. 1719 in Londonderrjalrd. George Haig, b. ca. 1699. Mercier b. c&916John
James Haig, b. 1739, Elizabeth Margaret Mary Haid,740, George Haig, Jr., b. 1743. Widowed, sttethree
children under the age of ten. Helsleysung Heroines of the Carolina Frontjeéd8, 70n.

2L W.R. Williams, “British-American Officers, 1720-63,” South Carolina Historical and Genealogical
Magazine33:4 (October 1932):290. Ormsby was commissiomaibe in the Independent Company on December
25, 1744. See also René Chartrand and David Ritk@@onial American Troops, 1610-1774, VokQxford,
Eng.: Osprey Publishing, 2002), 18-20.



Ormsby had the proper authorization to build thede® The Assembly finally settled with
Ormsby in 1752 and paid him £150 current mofiey.

In June of 1749 the three South Carolina Independempanies were discharged as
planned. Three new Independent Companies of onéréd men each were created from
Oglethorpe’s disbanded #Regiment of Foot. New detachments replaced tth@woés
stationed at Fort Moore and Fort Congare® ISeveral discharged soldiers who had served at
Fort Congaree Il remained in the area. Elisharsin and John Taylor, for instance, received
land grants. So did Mary King, the widow of a amad at the Congaree Fdrt.

A detachment with a sergeant and thirty men repl&ensby’s detachment, beginning a
new chapter in the fort’s history. The sergeardflyy commanded the fort and lived in the
Ormsby House. A new commander, Lieutenant Petecikle arrived some time after from
Georgia once he could settle his affairs therehages in early 1756 We know little about him.
Of French Huguenot descent, he had served in Gujstts 429 Regiment of Foot at Frederica,
Georgia in the 1740s. In 1744 a soldier writinghte Georgia Trustees claimed that Mercier was
present when another soldier allegedly raped a waahéhe fort’ In 1748 Mercier received a

land grant south of the Ogeechee River in Georgiawas unmarried and childlds.

22 The Journal of the Commons House of Assembly, M28cth749-March 19, 175@. 61 (May 8, 1749),
72 (May 10, 1749), 128 (May 18, 1749), 328 (Decenghe 749).

23 “Resolved, That the Sum of one hundred and fiiyils Currt. Money be allowed to Mr. Peter Ormsby,
an Ensign in one of His Majesty’s Independent Camgmlately disbanded, for his Disbursements ifding the
Officers House at the Congree Forfthe Journal of the Commons House of Assembly, Nomretd, 1751-October
7, 1752[Vol. 11], Terry W. Lipscomb and R. Nicholas Olstpeeds., (Columbia, S.C.: Published for the South
Carolina Department of Archives and History by thaversity of South Carolina Press, 1977), p. 2day 1,

1752).

24 Meriwether, The Expansion of South Carolink99; Foote, “Independent Companies,” 314.

5 Meriwether, The Expansion of South Carolink48.

% The Journal of the Commons House of Assembly, M28cth749-March 19, 175@. 328 (December 8,
1749).

2" Captain William Horton named Ensign Samuel MaclEnsign Peter Mercier, and Doctor Bailliffs as
onlookers to a rape. Ensign Probart Howarth atisg#omitted this Outrageous Action on the BodyMdirgaret
Fletcher a Soldiers Wife And‘a horse whip while she Lay Naked.” Mrs. Fletchierrbt press charges. Captain
William Horton to John Terry, June 2, 1744, enctbseTerry to the Board of Trustees, August 27,4, 714 The



In the spring of 1750, tensions on the frontierdthagain. Norward Indians killed four
traders bringing deerskins away from the CherokagoN. Another war party attacked the
Catawbas, but lost sixteen killed and four capturBdcause South Carolina openly aided the
Catawbas, by January 1751, white settlers fearadssive invasion. A crisis of unprecedented
proportions loomed. No part of South Carolina wafe. Traders abandoned the Cherokee
country. Upcountry settlers scattered to privatésfand even to the northern colonies. All sides
spread rumors and prepared for a war that nevee £am

In April a gang of Nottowega Indians appearechin€ongarees. As militia captain
Stephen Crell reported to the governor on May @ |tidians killed “several Cattle and Horses
and Mares.” They “took by Force a Negro Boy awayaf John Geiger's House” in the
Congarees, “when there were but 2 Women in it."e Women resisted until the Indians
threatened to shoot theth.About a week later, the Cloud (also Gloud) Farhiéy entertained
two Indians in their home near present War-Ridgengp South Carolina. At sunrise the next
morning, the Indians shot Mary Cloud’s husband amather man. They tomahawked Mary on
the arm and twice upon the knee and left her faddeThen they killed both of her children and
robbed the house. She lay for two days amongehd,dveak and unable to move. “By the help

of Providence,” one of her horses happened to cwaethe House, and she rode to Martin

Colonial Records of the State of Georgia, Vol. @diginal Papers, Correspondence, Trustees, Gen@gdéthorpe
and others, 1742-174%\llen D. Candler, ed. (Atlanta: Chas. P. Byrd t8tarinters, 1915), 253-257.

28 Mercier had been commissioned Ensign on July 385 &nd promoted to Lieutenant on April 25, 1747.
He received a land grant of 500 acres in Georgl#8, but what became of that property is unclédien D.
Candler, ed.Colonial Records of Georgia, Vol. VI: Proceedindsh® President And Assistants, from October 12,
1741, to October 30, 175Atlanta: The Franklin Printing and Publishing Gueny, 1906), p. 227 (November 3,
1748); W.R. Williams, ed., “British-American Officg 1720-1763,South Carolina Historical and Genealogical
Magazine 33:3 (July 1932):193-194; Arthur Henry Hirsdthe Huguenots of Colonial South Caroli{@olumbia,
S.C.: University of South Carolina Press, 1999%.19

%9 Gregory Evans Dowd, “The Panic of 1751: RumorshenCherokee-South Carolina Frontidiilliam
and Mary Quarterly53:3 (July 1996):528.

* Stephen Crell to Governor Glen, Saxe Gotha, May78]1, in William L. McDowell, ed Documents
Relating to Indian Affairs, Vol. 1:1750-17%dereafteiDRIA, I] (Columbia, S.C.: University of South Carolina
Press, 1970), 46.
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Fridig’s (Friday’s) house in the Congarees, wakimg family in the middle of the night. Militia
captains Stephen Crell and Daniel Shyder (alsdesp8ellider) passed on the news of the
“Cloud Massacre” to Governor Glen on May'8.

The inhabitants of Saxe Gotha Township were “gyeslirmed at the Hostilities
committed by the Indians.” Residents sent Hermeaig& “in hopes his Excellency would be
pleased to order a supply of Guns, Bayonets & Amtimm” all of which remained in short
supply, “to be carried up with all possible dispatd&lse they would be all obliged to leave those
Parts, and to come amongst the lower Settlemetitsta¢ir Wives & Children &c.” creating a
massive refugee crisis.

Reinforcements from the Independent Companies redrzhthe Congaree Fdrt.South
Carolina created two Ranger Companies to scoutdnéer from Saxe-Gotha. Rangers
patrolled South Carolina’s frontiers from 1716 #64. Rangers fought like dragoons and used
stockade forts only as bases. They wore their @whan clothing and provided their own
horses and provisions. Despite the high pay, Resggeice was dangerous and unpoptfar.
Roger Gibson’s Rangers, men largely from the piteday Camden area, and John Fairchild’s
Rangers, from Saxe Gotha Township, patrolled irosfip directions. With Fort Congaree Il as

a base for their scouting operations, Gibson amditikl’s Rangers traveled from the Cherokee

%1The Journal of the Commons House of Assembly, 2pril 750-August 31, 17%%ol. 10], R. Nicholas
Olsberg, ed. (Columbia, S.C.: Published for thetS@arolina Department of Archives and History bg t
University of South Carolina Press, 1974), p. 443-@May 13, 1751). Cloud received medical car€lvarles
Town on the public expense. 487 (June 12, 1751.)

*1bid., p. 441 (May 13, 1751).

%3 «John Dart, commissary general, be ordered toquetghe monies for the expenses incurred for “the
carriage of the Baggiage of the Soldiers detach®@d the Independent Companies to reinforce Fortriglend the
Congree Fort.1bid., 510 (June 14, 1751).

3 vers,Colonial Forts of South Caroling2-35.
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Path to Ninety Six and across the river and albegpth to the Catawba Natith The
backcountry suffered little from the raids, andarp were often overblown. But several people
were killed. “The Inhabitants of 96, Seludy angh@plnhabitance of Congree River, are fled to
the Congree Fort for Safety,” Gibson reported to&nor Glen in early-May 175%.

Though Cherokee warriors had killed just one trddaught in the crossfire of a Creek-
Cherokee skirmish) and wounded just three othérsaders, in June, Glen briefly halted the
Cherokee trade and planned a military campaigmag#ie Cheroke€s. During the summer
and autumn Iroquois warriors murdered a white nrahkdlled cattle near Orangeburg. Gangs
of warriors skirmished with residents on the SafReer and on Lady’s Island near Beaufort.
The Indian assailants even clashed with a miligigypon the coast in Christ Church Parih.
Eventually Indian raids slowed, and peace retutagtie Carolina frontier. Life at the fort

settled back into a normal routine.

Daily Lifeat the Fort

Life at the fort resembled life in other garrisdhsoughout the British Empire. A
drummer was stationed at the fort until the Commdagse paid and discharged him on April 2,
17563 Each morning at 6 A.M. he beat out reveille, #regarrison awoke. Any soldiers not

on guard duty formed at 8 A.M. for work, cuttingsfivood, repairing tools and weapons.

% The Journal of the Commons House of Assembly, 2pril 750-August 31, 1751, 433(May 11, 1751);
James Glen to John Fairchild, [May 10, 1751], Je&inchild to James Glen, [May 1751], McDow@RIA, I:49-
50; 58-59; MeriwetherThe Expansion of South Carolina, 103.

% Roger Gibson to Governor Glen, Wateree, May 911K&Dowell,DRIA, I: 50.

37 Meriwether, The Expansion of South Carolir200-202.

% McDowell, DRIA, I:7-15, 18-20, 28-29, 29, 31, 32-33, 41-60, 618+91, 100-102, 107-108, 109, 112-
118, 129-133; Meriwethemhe Expansion of South Carolir9-203.

%9 The Journal of the Commons House of Assembly, Nmre20, 1755-July 6, 179Vol. 14], Terry W.
Lipscomb, ed. (Columbia, S.C.: Published for thatBd&Carolina Department of Archives and History the
University of South Carolina Press, 1989), p. 195-(April 2, 1756).
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According to British military custom, women livedtivthe soldiers in the garrison.

They tended the sick, cleaned and swept the baraekved and repaired uniforms, and did
laundry. Some women stacked and hauled wood tbatracks for an extra incorfi&.

Soldiers and families ate together in the barradigical rations included seven pounds
of bread or flour, seven pounds of fresh, saltesf be 3.5 pounds of salt pork, a half pound of
rice, three pounds of peas, six ounces of butisculis when available, and fresh bread baked in
larger garrisons. All people received a half gfllum (about two ounces) per day.
Quartermasters may have issued cabbage and vittegar.

Furniture was sparse: four foot by six foot bunkdwith straw-stuffed mattresses, a
wooden table, and benches. Gun racks and woodgngpetruded from the unfinished wooden
walls. Each room had a pair of iron tongs, a sh@a/broom, a bucket, a hatchet, a candlestick,
iron pots, a ladle, two kettles, two platters, tvawls, twelve trenchers (large plates), two
pitchers for cider, beer and spruce beer, and twgsiit

Each night, the members of the garrison returndédealimly lit barracks. They sat by
the light of the fireplace, singing, dancing, playithe jew’s harp (jaw harp) and telling stories.
Issued only one candle per day, soldiers may haw&hpsed their own candles, oil and fat
lamps. 10 P.M. was bed time. Soldiers slept twva bed. Married couples shared beds in the
corners of the barracks, known as “The Married €drand tacked up a blanket for privacy. If
the room had two couples, each couple took a lerttie same bunk bed. Children shared their

parents’ beds, slept in the beds of soldiers omcydaty, or curled up on the floor. Women

4 Herman Gaston De Wattevill€he British Soldier: His Daily Life from Tudor toddern TimegNew
York: Putnam, 1955), 185. Officers inspected theduks daily, looking for cleanliness and orderetsure that
rations were properly cooked and the fireplace taaed, that wood was chopped outdoors, that limesre clean,
and women did all laundry outside. Redm®he British Barrack Institution

“ RedmonThe British Barrack Institution

42 Redmon;The British Barrack Institution
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washed the sheets only once a month, so waking Gj\a. to begin the routine anew, one
hoped the “jtch” from the mites that burrowed ittte dirty linens was miniméf

At times, visitors stopped by the fort. The farmsl &rading posts nearby in Saxe Gotha
Township ensured a ready supply of fresh foodHergarrison. Farmers, and merchants like
Robert Steill, the Geigers, and Stephen Crell sulld, berries, beer, fish, and other items not
issued by the quartermastérAfrican slaves from area plantations visitedfire, piloted
flatboats in the river, and sold crops and wardhécsoldiers. Anglican minister John
Giessendanner of Orangeburg visited the fort, aitngarees had no settled Anglican minister.
Giessendanner married William Berry and Mary Kinghe garrison in 1758. Throughout the
1750s, Giessendanner also held services at Ellzébetcier's home, where he baptized several
dozen local childref® The fort became the center of the community mGongarees.

In 1751, when residents of the Saluda River, Niis#ky and Saxe Gotha Township
settlements, then sparsely populated, fled forgeto the fort, they lived within its walls and
aided the troops and the wives with day-to-daykvadrthe fort. The fort bustled with the
addition of more Independent Company troops. Gapfoger Gibson and John Fairchild and
their Ranger units frequented the fort, the bagbeaf scouting operations for repairs, resupply,

reports, and reét.

3 Watteville, The British Soldigr184-185; Redmori;he British Barrack Institution.

44 RedmonThe British Barrack Institution

45 «On Monday May 2£'in the Congree Garrison by Banns / William Bemg &ary King, widow, both
in Saxa / gotha Township; Present: Archibald Cartijitseir. / Herman Gyger, Henry Gallman.” in “The
Giessendanner Record,” trans. A.S. Salley, Juijoals in the “Gissendanner Record,” South CaraliniLibrary,
Columbia, SC; Manuscripts 1&0.], in A.S. Salley,, Jthe History of Orangeburg County, South Carolineo its
First Settlement to the Close of the Revolution&gr (Orangeburg, S.C.: R. Lewis Berry, Printer, 1893)].

“8 Ibid., 63. On Saturday May 19, 1750, he baptized EdWaGrae; on Sunday May 20, Naomy Fritz,
Elizabeth Fritz, Grace Murphy, Gabriel Clements] &irrah Chevy (122-123). On Sunday September 16,
Giessendanner baptized Margaret Mercier and WilléeGrue (140). He baptized John Danly, John Aifdiohn ?,
Malachy Howell, Thomas Hodge, William Berry, Sataine, and Sarah Gibson on February 22, 1756 (159).
“Hugh son of” was baptized on Sunday August 8, 1{@%3) On Sunday October 6, Giessendanner bapilzetha
Ann Partridge, Nathaniel Partridge, John Snellilagnes Danly, Isabella Eberhardt, and Rose Danly424.

4" Meriwether,The Expansion of South Carolint03.
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Catawbas frequented the fort to receive ammunéarmmhsupplies and visited on their way
to and from Charles Town. Lieutenant Mercier oftiestributed those presents and hosted
Catawba visitors at the fofl. In 1753, Mercier asked for £700 for entertainGatawbas and for
sending an express to Charles Town. The Assenfialjeniged Mercier's “most extravagant”
request for reimbursement and referred the maitarcommitted® Mercier unsuccessfully pled
his case before the committee in April 1753. Hergwally received £187.19.

Peter Mercier wed Elizabeth Haig at the Congaretifrd 751 or 1752. He leased a
small plantation from Martin Sollom in Craven Copbut never became wealthy. In July 1753,
Elizabeth gave birth to their only child, a daugliteey named Margaret. Years later, in 1777,
Margaret Mercier married Captain John Blake anediat “the Bluff,” the Blake family estate
on Wappoo Creek. Formerly owned by Colonel Getuges, Eliza Lucas Pinckney had
experimented on indigo here a few decades earierd the Lucas family sold the property to
Captain Edward Blake. Edward Blake was naval casioner during the Revolution, and John

Blake was his fourth and youngest chifd.

8 Report of Lieutenant Mercier, Stephen Crell, andé&tt Steill, February 14, 1752, McDowdlRIA, I:
216-217;The Journal of the Commons House of Assembly, Nimre?it, 1752-September 6, 178l. 12], Terry
W. Lipscomb, ed. (Columbia, S.C.: Published for $lmaith Carolina Department of Archives and Histoyythe
University of South Carolina Press, 1983), p. 286dust 22, 1753), 324 (January 19, 1754).

“3The Journal of the Commons House of Assembly, Nmreti, 1752-September 6, 175493
(February 20, 1753), 111 (February 27, 1753).

*0bid., p. 117 (February 27, 1753), 120-121 (February 283}, 162 (April 4, 1753), 170 (April 6, 1753).
“Resolved, That Lieutenant Peter Mercier be pa@Shm of Four pounds,” for articles supplied far tise of the
forts. The Journal of the Commons House of Assembly, Nmrel2, 1754-September 23, 1755531 (May 10,
1754).

*1 Salley, Jr.The History of Orangeburg County40; “Sollom, Martin, Shoemaker, to Peter Merciesq.,
of Saxegotha Township...Lease and Release for ad@lamion One Hundred and Fifty Acres in Craven Gpun”
Secretary of State. Recorded Instruments. Miscetlas Records, 1732-1983213003, Vol. 2I, p. 388 (microfilm
at SC Archives)

2 “Marriage: Capt John Blake to Miss Margaret Merciaughter of the deceased Capt. Peter Mercier”
(Thursday Nov. 27, 1777)Marriage Notices in the South-Carolina and Americaeneral Gazette, From May 30,
1766, to February 28, 1781 and in its SuccessoRibial Gazette, (1781-1782),S. Salley, Jr., edColumbia:

The State Company, 1914), 28; “Inscriptions from Biake Burying-Ground at “the Bluff,” on Wappo&bduth
Carolina Historical and Genealogical Magazi2®:2 (April 1919):149.
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From time to time the Congaree Fort hosted Cherdiggemats who stopped there on
their journeys to and from Charles Town (Charlestdn March 1753, Glen proposed to review
the militia and to meet with Creek and Cherokeealh®en at the Congaree FottThe following
month he again proposed to march a detachmentOointi@pendent Company troops to the Fort
Congaree Il for the conference. He hoped to “nekaendsome Appearance” and to convince
the Indians “that it would be no easy matter tackteven our Out Parts.” Informed that thirty
“Norward” Indians had been spotted lurking in thenGarees and in Amelia Township
(Orangeburg), and another sixteen or twenty hadlered a man forty or fifty miles from
Charles Town, Glen revised, and eventually canddille plans. The Assembly sent presents to
Fort Moore and Fort Congaree Il for “friendly” Irafis>* In 1755, Glen planned to meet
Cherokee diplomats at Fort Congaree Il, but prebgdtie Indians who had to carry their
disabled and ill headman Old Hop to the confere@den probably stopped at the fort before
continuing to Saluda Old Towh.

In 1750 no regular ferry operated “within ten Milefsthe Congree Fort.” Petitioners
suggested that the government grant a licensectib Jaeiger, who ferried goods across the
Congaree on a canoe and had begun to build a #ifatliather petitioners asked for a ferry
license for Martin Fridig (Friday), a tanner andleriwho lived on the west side of the Congaree
River a half mile above the fort on the road tleaids to the Catawba Natigh Nothing came of

these proposals, though both provided at leastrirdbferry services.

%3 The Journal of the Commons House of Assembly, Nmret, 1752-September 6, 1754153-154
(March 5, 1753).

> bid., 216, 222-223 (April 16, 1753)

%5 South Carolina GazetflereafterSCQ, June 12, 1755, p. 2, July 24-July 31, 1755 -p.(ficrofilm at
SC Archives).

*5 The Journal of the Commons House of Assembly, daiga1748-June 29, 174B. 399 (February 9,
1750).
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In 1752, Robert Steill, a storekeeper on the maad from the northern colonies across
the Congaree River from Saxe Gotha started a semyice “to the Landing near the Congaree
Fort.” The South Carolina Assembly licensed hinMiarch. The same day, they licensed
Elizabeth Haig, who also ran a ferry further dowssin nearer to her houdeAfter her
husband’s death, Elizabeth Haig had operated hsyamal’s trading post. She entertained
Catawba and Cherokee Indians on their visits tofeord Charles Town and their villag&s.

In May 1754 Governor Glen granted Friday a licesuseé a monopoly on the public ferry.
Friday's Ferry, situated north of the Fort justdvelthe Fall Line, transported cargoes, animals,
and travelers across the Congaree at all houteealay and night. Ministers, Indians, and
public servants floated for fré8.By 1754, a new road opened from Augusta to Saxtbds
Town, and the Fort featured prominently in the @ased river traffic and settlement to the
town?® Whether looking out on the Cherokee Path, on $motha Town to the South, or on the
river to the east, where slaves and ferry opergtiied canoes and flat-bottomed, two-masted

sailing boats called piraguas, activity in the drad noticeably increased by 1754.

Lieutenant Peter Mercier and the Independent Company at Great M eadows
During the unstable peace that ended the lategriaipwar in 1748, the French began

building forts to assert their claim to the Nortmérican interior. This endangered the plans of

" The Journal of the Commons House of Assembly, 2pyril 750-August 31, 1751,242 (February 9,
1751);The Journal of the Commons House of Assembly, Nmrelvd, 1751-October 7, 175@. 138 (March 10,
1752).

%8 George Haig left Elizabeth his estate of almost®including two silver watches, fifteen packhatse
forty-four horses, eighteen slaves, and forty-tatans of rum. Helsleynsung Heroines of the Carolina Frontjer
68, 70n; “To Elizabeth Haig, for Indians’ Provisgrorty-six Pounds and fifteen Shillings £46.15°0rhe Journal
of the Commons House of Assembly, March 28, 1748HVI®D, 1750p. 229 (May 22, 1749).

*9“The Friday Family, http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~msitawam/famifiggay.pdf From J.S.
Friday, The Genealogy and History of the Friday FamiliesrirSwitzerland, Colonial, and Southern America,
1535-2003Georgia: J.S. Friday, 2003). Accessed May 2&020The price list: One person: 1 shilling, 3 pe(itS
cents in 2000), empty cart: 5s; loaded cart: 10gtg wagon: 7s6p; loaded wagon: 20p; hogs, sheepgattie: 6p
each. The ferry had two men always on duty, oniéewtiay and night.

% Michie, “The Discovery of Old Fort Congaree,” 16.
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the Ohio Company, a group of wealthy investors fBnitain, Virginia and Maryland with plans
to sell their British land grant in the disputeditery. In 1753, Virginia Lieutenant Governor
Robert Dinwiddie sent twenty-one year-old Major @goWashington with the Augusta and
Frederick County militias to investigate. Washowgtelivered a letter to the French military
commander insisting that the French leave. Thadfreommander politely declined.

Dinwiddie then sent more militia under Captain Vith Trent to build a small fort at the forks

of the Ohio in present-day Pittsburgh. Frenchpgsosoon rushed in and forced the Virginians to
abandon the site. The French then constructeddtmiesne on the ruirfe.

An impetuous Dinwiddie immediately prepared to sendps back to the Ohio Country.
He called Virginia’s House of Burgesses into actioil pressed the Crown, South Carolina
Governor James Glen and the other colonial goverfaoraid. When Dinwiddie dispatched now
Lieutenant Colonel Washington back to the Ohio Gourislen cringed. He repeatedly called
for a conference of the colonial governors. Het to come to Williamsburg to talk.
Dinwiddie declined?

Upon the orders of the British Secretary of St@ien reluctantly sent a composite of one
third of South Carolina’s Independent Companieseui@hptain James Mackay to join
Washington'’s force. A number of soldiers from @angaree Fort joined the composite
company, leaving their wives and children behindanly-1754. 110 redcoats embarked on the

Jamaicaand on April 6, sailed to Virginia. Twenty-six dakater, they arrived in Hampton

®1 Lieutenant Governor Dinwiddie to Glen, Williamsgudanuary 29, 1754, McDoweDRIA, |:472-474;
A.S. Salley, Jr.The Independent Company from South Carolina at GviEsdows Bulletins of the Historical
Commission of South Carolina, No. 11 (Columbia,.SRinted for the Commission by the State Company,
Columbia, S.C., 1932), 4-7; see alBwe Journal of Major George Washingt@illiamsburg: Colonial
Williamsburg Foundation, 1959), 16-17.

%2 McDowell, DRIA, 1:472-474, 477-479, 480-8The Journal of the Commons House of Assembly,
November 21, 1752-September 6, 1§64895-396 (March 5, 1754), 410-411 (March 9, 37%2or Dinwiddie’s
April 15 letter, see 489 (May 7, 1754), 490 (MayL754), on the Assembly’s recommendations, 524{&E4 10,
1754); see als®he Journal of Major George Washington
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“after having been beat off that Coast three tifrasgd with a damaged rudder and sails. The
officers, reduced to a quart of water per day, &vera very weak Condition when landed.” On
May 12, much refreshed, they then boarded two soisoand sailed to Alexandria. Then they
proceeded overland to southwestern Pennsylv&hiathile the troops were deployed, Elizabeth
Mercier fed and clothed the wives and children petitioned the Commons for
reimbursement’

Mackay was actually officially Washington’s superibut to avoid a conflict, he agreed
that the two would, in effect, exercise a joint coand®® By the time the Independent Company
detachment arrived on June 12, Washington and séime men had already skirmished with a
party of French. The Virginians and the South Gasolndependents hastily erected a small
palisaded fort, Fort Necessity, at the Great Meajakrty-seven miles from Fort Duquesne.
Prepared for the worst, Lieutenant Mercier wrotelast will and testament, leaving everything
to “my dear & Loving Wife.*®

Governor Glen was incensed. Events in the Ohio @gpuigreatly alarmed” him, he
wrote to the Secretary of State. “A small Sparky ikiadle a great Fire, and [we] are affraid that

if the Flame bursts out all the Water in the Ohib mot be able to extinguish it, but that it may

%3 Many of these men had just built Fort Prince Gepapposite the Cherokee village of Keowee. Glen
equipped them with good weapons from the publicoapmThe Journal of the Commons House of Assembly,
November 21, 1752-September 6, 1 tb4xxii; Governor Glen to Lieutenant GovernonRiddie, Council
Chamber, March 25, 1754, McDowdllRIA I: 482-484; William Harden, “James Mackay, of StgaHall,

Comrade in Arms of George WashingtoG&orgia Historical Quarterlyl (June 1917):77-98; Governor Glen to
Lieutenant Governor Dinwiddie, South Carolina, Jan&754, McDowellDRIA, I: 528; Salley, JrThe
Independent Company from South Carolina at Greaaddws 4-5; SCG Tuesday, April 2-Tuesday,April 9, 1754,
p. 2; Thursday, June 20-Thursday, June 27, 1751, fhursday, July 18-Thursday, July 25, 17542p.Sometimes
women were left behind. Other times, their numlvegee limited per regiment and the decision was nipde
lottery. RedmonThe British Barrack Institution in North Americéndependent Company troops now garrisoned
Fort Prince George, Fort Moore, Fort FredericktBongaree, Fort Frederica, and Fort Johnson.

% For Elizabeth Mercier's petition, s@&e Journal of the Commons House of Assembly, Nmrets,
1754-September 23, 1755,133 (February 28, 1755). The Assembly agreedimburse her for £109.14.1 on
May 9:1bid., p. 281 (May 9, 1755).

% salley, Jr.The Independent Company from South Carolina at Gvissmdows13.

% |bid., 8-11;Journal of George Washingtpa5-46;Charleston County, South Carolina, Record of Wills,
1752-17565213027, Vol. OO (microfilm at SC Archives), p. 2291.
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soon spread and light up a general Conflagrafibni& correctly predicted the French and
Indian War. He also believed Virginia would puietCherokees into the conflict. This put the
South Carolina frontier at risk of attack by Fremdops or French-allied Indians and
undermined Glen’s Cherokee diplomacy. With manthefIndependent Company troops gone
to Virginia, white Charles Town residents feareslave uprising. Glen begged Dinwiddie to
send the Independent Company detachment back tb Samolina, but to no avdif.

On July 3, 1754, Nine hundred French soldiers sunded the three hundred Virginian
militiamen and South Carolina Independents at Redessity. “From the numbers of the enemy
and our situation we could not hope for victory,askay and Washington concluded. Firing
from all sides in the pouring rain, the French dhedbthe Anglo-Virginian army, killing thirty
and wounding seventy. Among the dead was Lieuteviarcier, “a gentleman of true military
worth and whose bravery would not permit him taregt Mackay and Washington reported.
“Though dangerously wounded,” he continued to fighit a second shot disabled him, and a
third put an end to his life, as he was carryinth®surgeon.” Washington and Mackay
surrendered after a nine-hour long béttle.

When the news of Mercier’s death at the Battle mdabMeadows reached Charles
Town, Captain Manly Williams, an Independent Compafiicer and a friend stationed there,
published an elegy “To the Memory of Lieut. Petegrber, Esq; who fell in the late Battle near

Ohio River in Virginia, July 3d, 1754,” in tH&outh Carolina GazetteThe poem included the

67 James Glen to Sir Thomas Robinson, Charles Towgust 15, 1754, McDowelDRIA, 1:532.

% The Journal of the Commons House of Assembly, Nmrei, 1752-September 6, 1754437 (April
23), 482-83 (May 4), 485 (May 4), 558 (May 11), §%2ptember 6); James Glen to Lieutenant Governor
Dinwiddie, South Carolina, June 1, 1754, McDowBRIA, |: 528.

% Dinwiddie to Glen, McDowellDRIA, I: 528-532; letter from Williamsburg, VA, July 19754 inSCG,
August 22, 1754, p. 1;. James E. Kibler, Jr. “Geavlilligen, Colonial CarolinaElegist,” Early American
Literature27:2 (1992):101-116; Salley, Jfhe Independent Company from South Carolina at Gvksdows14.
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lines,“Ah! lost too soon — too early snatched away / @ysj unfading, and immortal day?

Elizabeth Mercier became a widow once more, now fatir fatherless childrefi.

The Congaree Garrison after Fort Necessity
What became of the Independent Company troopsthftdrattle of Fort Necessity?
They remained at Will's Creek on the Pennsylvaroatier until two independent companies
from New York joined them, one commanded by Capitbonatio Gates and the other by Captain
John Rutherford. They built Fort Cumberland (Mand). Captain Mackay and the South
Carolina Independent Company officers returnedaiatls Carolina. Captain Paul Demere (later
commander of Fort Loudoun) replaced him. The caitpa@ompany then accompanied General
Edward Braddock on his ill-fated expedition to Menongahela. Major General William
Shirley then drafted the surviving privates ints 80" Regiment of Foot, against ordéfs.
Meanwhile, back in South Carolina, South Carolimesv governor, William Henry
Lyttelton, drew troops from the three Independemhpanies stationed at the forts in South
Carolina and Georgia to build and garrison a fothie Cherokee Overhills, under Captain
Raymond Demere. The remaining troops at Fort Caegaarched into the Cherokee Overhills.

On the way to Cherokee Country, Demere noted tim@us condition of “the Congaree Fort,

0 See “To the Memory of Lieut. Peter Mercier, Estyoviell in the late Battle near Ohio River in Vinia,
July 3d, 1754” by M[anly] W][illiams]SCG September 12, 1754, in Salley, Jihe Independent Company from
South Carolina at Great Meadows4; James E. Kibler, Jr., “George Milligen, CakdrCarolina Elegist,Early
American Literature7:2 (1992): 106.

"L Elizabeth had 900 acres surveyed in her name @mtihoed to submit claims to the Commons House for
entertaining Indians. Helsleynsung Heroines of the South Carolina Frontiédn; The Journal of the Commons
House of Assembly, November 14, 1751-October 2, pr3.19 (March 6, 1752J;he Journal of the Commons
House of Assembly, November 21, 1752-Septemb@b4,d. 92 (February 20, 1753), 93 (February 20, 1,758}
(February 28, 1753)he Journal of the Commons House of Assembly, Nomre20, 1755-July 6, 175p. 99
(February 11, 1756) , 276 (July 2, 1756). Elizabetarried David Webb, in 1768. Webb, originaligrh Virginia,
marched under Colonel John Chevillette in Lyttekdlv59 expedition against the Cherokees. Webhedvib0
acres in Saxe Gotha township adjacent to Elizaldietitier. Elizabeth predeceased Webb, who died@#21and
left his estate to his parents, who still livedviinginia. Helsley,Unsung Heroines of the Carolina FrontjatOn.

2 Foote, “Independent Companies,” 317-318.
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which is well known in Charles Towrd® Neither the British Crown nor the colony of South
Carolina provided any additional funding for thetfafter 1756, and troops never again

garrisoned it.

The Decline of Fort Congareel|

In 1758 and 1759 Cherokee warriors and Europedlersetiashed on the southern
frontiers. Diplomacy failed, and South Carolinzldeed war on the Cherokee Indians. The
Congarees hosted British and Provincial soldierthoze separate military expeditions against
the Cherokee. Governor Lyttelton visited the Coaga with 1,100 Provincials in 1759.
Archibald Montgomery and his Scottish Highlandevish four companies of the®Regiment of
Foot (Royal Scots) camped at the Congarees in hé&file their defeat in the Cherokee Middle
Towns near present Franklin, North Carolina. Quslp enough, transferred from Regiment to
Regiment, it remains possible that some of thegpely who had served at the Congaree fort in
1754 before heading to the Ohio Country, the steddlLost Company,” actually returned to
South Carolina with the Royal Scots in 1760Montgomery left the Royal Scots in the
Congarees. Later that fall, Captain Benjamin Gondgported that the Royal Scots found two
caches of contraband goods in the woods, two rffiles the fort,” and on the path leading to

Keowee (the Cherokee Path) so it still stood ie-tEZ60"

3 Foote, “Independent Companies,” 318n; Captain RayhDemere to Governor Lyttelton, Ninety Six,
June 9, 1756, and Demere to Lyttelton, Fort Prideerge, July 6, 1756, William L. McDowell, e@dpcuments
Relating to Indian Affairs, Vol. 2: 1754-17@ereafteDRIA, Il] (Columbia, S.C.: University of South Carolina
Press, 1974)19, 131.

" Wwilliam A. Foote, “The South Carolina Independeh8outh Carolina Historical Magazing2:4
(October 1961):199.

> Captain Benjamin Gordon, Camp at Congarees, Nogefith 1760, idournals of His Majesty’s
Council (Early State Records reel E1p/8): 1757-1762 (nfiloncat SC Archives). Unit 4: July 1, 1760-Dec. 30,
1760, p. 53 (November 15, 1760).
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The following year, Colonel James Grant led 2,90@4 Regulars and South Carolina
Provincials, including Francis Marion, John and l\&fh Moultrie, Isaac Huger, and Andrew
Pickens — against the Cherokee Indians. For mdrgftse the campaign, soldiers camped along
the Congaree River, but none of the sources tatids any of these campaigns mention the
Congaree Fort. Victorious, Grant’s Army, with tReyal Scots, embarked for the Caribbean.
Presumably, Fort Congaree Il fell into disrepdrvictim of South Carolina’s heat and humidity
and of the frequent flooding of the Congaree Rivprobably decayed rapidly. It does not
appear in any records beyond 1760.

Often forgotten and overshadowed by other coldBidish fortifications in the southeast
like Fort Loudoun in Tennessee, Fort Congareedygd a vital role in the history of the
Midlands. It was built at a time of rapid growthdesettlement in the area. It commanded a
strategic position at an important crossroadshairtersection of the Congaree River, the
Cherokee Path and the northern limits of Saxe Gbtven. In peacetime, its garrison bustled
with activity. Farmers and merchants, African sivCatawba Indians, local settlers, and
ministers visited often. Soldiers and settlersshgrped together, conducted business, and even
married each other. The fort protected upcourgtitess from Indian attacks and gave them
peace of mind. It helped South Carolina suppa@tstinuggling but loyal Catawba Nation. Its
soldiers left their wives and children behind aadtigipated in the opening battle of the French
and Indian War. And its commander made the ulénsatrifice to the British cause. The story
of Fort Congaree Il offers a glimpse into an oftgimtten chapter in the history of Cayce, and of

colonial South Carolina.
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